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Martin's Point joins other health-care providers in pilot project of
sharing info

BEUNSWICE — Begintung today, IMartin's Point Health Care and
health-care prowiders statewide will participate in a palot project to
create an electronic health record network that will allow health-care
prowders to share patient information statewide.

Organizers hope it also will lead to mprowed and more efficient patient
Care.

Proponents say the new network will allow caregivers to more quickly
and efficiently access key clinical imformation needed to prowmde the best
care for patients, and may help reduce medical errors. Ower time, the
Mane Centers for Disease Control and HealthInfolTet, a statewide
nonprofit organization, expect to link these two systems to allow public
health officials to more quickly identify and respond to disease
outhreaks, potential epidemics and bioterrorism threats.

D, Dasnd Howes, president of Martin's Point Health Care, satd
Tuesday that dunng his practice years i a rural 1sland community, he
frequently saw patients who had complex medical histories but had been
treated m other parts of the state or country.

"There would be hundreds of pages of patient records, but all we would
see were a couple of pages," Howes satd. "For us to be bulding (the
Iaine HealthInfolJet) system, to put that there for the physician on the
front ine I thinl 15 a ternfic project.”

Fifteen hospitals and one-third of practicing physicians i 3ame wall join
the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention in the 24-month
pilot. Metther Mid Coast Hospital nor Parkewiew A dwentist Medical
Center will participate i the pilot study.

Following a successhil completion of the palot, plans call for
HealthIntoIdet to be expanded to include other prowders who care for
Maine's entire 1.3 mllion residents.

"Both hospitals have been wmwvolved at various levels in the planning
process,” sald James Harnar, project manager of Maine HealthInfolJet,
"and the 1dea would be that very soon after the demonstration project 1s
complete.” both Wid Coast and Parkwiew, as well as other practices,
would be able to participate.

Martin's Point Health Care participates as an mdependent, multi-site
pritnary-care practice, along with Maine's four largest health-care
prowders, including MMame Medical Center and Frankhn Memonal
Hospital, an mdependent rural hospital i Farmington.

Harnar satd estimates mdicate that half the population of WMatne will
participate within two years, sice the participating prowder
orgamzations care for that many indraduals.

Eesults of a feasibality study indicated that az HealthInfoldet expands
across Maine, as much as $50 million per vear could be saved in
health-care costs as caregivers order fewer unnecessary and duplicative
tests, procedures, prescriptions and hospital adimissions, according to
Harnar Matne, along with Delaware and Ehode Island, 15 among the
firat states i the country to create such a network.

Funding tor the two-year pilot program came from private foundations,
prowder organizations and state and federal government agencies,
inchiding §2 million from the MMaine Health Access Foundation, an
independent health-care foundation that promotes affordable and timely
access to health care.

Another 1.1 milllon was provided by, collectvely, Central Maine
Health Care, Eastern IMaine Healthcare Systems, IMammeteneral
Medical Centers and MamneHealth, the parent orgarization of haine
Medical Center, az well as IMartin's Point Health Care.

The netwotk only will be used for patient care purposes, Howes said,
and will also be accessible to the public health officials for purposes of

identifying outhreaks, begmning to work with commurities to stem such
public health events.

& consumer adwisory group was convened to work on privacy 1ssues,
according to Harnar, and while final policies have not been dewveloped,
it appears that our systetn will give indrnduals the opportunity not to

participate if they don't want to. With the patient's consent, mformation

can be shared electronically across organizational and geographical
lines."

"Thiz system was designed with enormous care around the privacy
izsue," Howes said Tuesday. "In many ways, health data 15 better
protected in the electronic age than it was m the paper age. The lewvels of
securtty we're looking at are lewvels wou would want to hawve for your
bank account of something of that sort.”



